General Biology I Syllabus 




Manchester High School

Instructor: Mrs. Wright




Email: Danielle.Wright@mcssga.org  
Phone: 706-846-8445

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:
General Biology provides an overview of the processes of living things, from a cellular level to the biosphere. It is a valuable course for any student, especially those requiring a general knowledge of biology for postsecondary study or careers in the fields of health or environmental sciences. Laboratory activities integrating scientific investigation and process skills make up an important component of this course. All students will be assigned an online textbook. 
II. COURSE OUTLINE:
A. Ecology
B. Organisms
C. Evolution
D. Cell
E. Genetics
III. GRADING POLICY:
Points will be assessed for all student work including lab reports, homework assignments, worksheets, quizzes, chapter exams, class participation, individual projects and interactive notebooks.

Letter grades will be determined by percentages of total points: See Student Handbook for district-wide grading weight. Parents can access Tyler to view student’s attendance and grades from home. Grades will be updated weekly. 

A. ONLINE ASSIGNMENTS: 
Students are expected complete weekly homework, online quizzes, projects and interactive notebook through an interactive classroom. Each student has a username and password to access this website. 
B. LABORATORY WORK: 
All students must pass a lab safety test before participating in the lab. Lab work is very important in the development and reinforcement of the concepts in this class. Labs will be graded on participation, following instructions and completion of the lab report. All lab reports must be typed.
C. BELL RINGER: 
Bell Ringers are classified as bell work. After the tardy bell ringer for each period, students must write and answer three-five questions regarding homework or the previous lesson. All bell ringers must be kept in a 3 pronged folder and will be graded periodically. 
D. PROJECTS/EXAMS: 
E. FINAL EXAM: 
A comprehensive final will be given at the end of each nine weeks.

F. GEORGIA MILESTONE EXAMINATION
A comprehensive test will be given at a later date.
LATE WORK and MAKEUP WORK:
All work is expected to be turned in on the due date. Unexcused late work will be assessed a point penalty of 10 points per day. Late work will not be accepted after three days. Homework will not be accepted after the due date. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY:
Plagiarism (including copying text from the internet) or cheating will normally result in zero points for the affected test or assignment. A second instance will normally result in a failing grade for this course. 
IV. CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT:
a. Students are expected to show respect for themselves, the instructor, classmates and property of others.

b. Since we will be situated in a laboratory classroom, the use of food and beverages will not be allowed. Bottled water and chewing gum will not be allowed.

c. Students are not permitted to carry cell phones in the building, however, cell phones will be allowed only if teacher asks for it. If the cell phone is used for any other purposes, the cell phone will be turned into the office. 

d. The teacher will counsel students who demonstrate disruptive behavior. Repeated disruptive behavior may result in: 

*detention, 

*parental conference or *referral to the office.

e. Students are responsible for equipment and software they use during this class. Students may be required to pay for school property that is lost or damaged.

DETENTION
Detention will be held after each class periods for approximately 5 minutes. Students will not be given a pass to class; they must get a tardy pass from the office.  If students refuse to attend detention they will receive a referral to the office.

Thank you,

Mrs. Danielle Wright
Laboratory Safety Contract


PREPARE FOR LABORATORY WORK
- Study laboratory procedures prior to class.
- Be aware of safety factors before beginning lab activity.
- Never perform unauthorized experiments.
- Keep your lab bench organized and free of apparel, books, and other clutter.
- Know the locations of, and how to use the safety shower, eyewash, fire blanket and first aid kit.

DRESS FOR LABORATORY WORK
- Wear lab aprons during all required laboratory sessions.
- Wear safety goggles during all required laboratory sessions.
- Wear gloves when using chemicals that irritate or can be absorbed through skin.

AVOID CONTACT WITH CHEMICALS
- Never taste or "sniff" chemicals.
- Never draw materials in a pipette with your mouth.
- When heating substances in a test tube, point the mouth away from people.
- Never carry dangerous chemicals or hot equipment near other people.

AVOID HAZARDS
- Never distracts another student who is performing an experiment.
No roaming during a lab. Remain at your assigned lab bench.
- Keep combustibles away from open flames.
- Use caution if handling hot glassware. 
- When diluting acid, always add acid slowly to water. Never add water to acid.
- Use glycerin and twist slowly at the base when inserting glass tubing through stoppers.
- Turn off burners when not in use.
- Keep caps on reagent bottles. Never switch caps.
- Always read labels before using reagents. 

CLEAN UP
- Leave laboratory bench clean and neat. Return goggles and aprons (folded) to cabinets.
- Consult teacher for proper disposal of chemicals.
- Wash hands thoroughly following experiments.

IN CASE OF ACCIDENT
- Report all accidents and spills immediately.
- Place broken glass in designated containers.
- Wash all acids and bases from your skin immediately with plenty of running water.
- If chemicals get in your eyes, wash them for at least 15 minutes with an eyewash.

Parents and Students:

Please read and sign the syllabus and safety contract and submit through the classroom website.

Course: General Biology I

Instructor: Mrs. Danielle Wright
I have read and understand this syllabus, including the sections on academic honesty and attendance and I have read the science safety contract and agree to abide by those and any others instructions, written or verbal, provided by Mrs. Wright.
[image: image1.emf]X


Student Name 
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Parent Name 
