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British Literature

	“Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?”

“That depends a good deal on where you want to get to.”...

(Alice in Wonderland, Chapter VI, P 64; Carroll, 1960)
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I. Welcome!
You have finally made it to the last English class of your high school career. However, your days of using the English language will never end. Over the course of your life, you may go to college, technical school, the armed forces, or the workforce. All of these choices require a knowledge that any learning can enhance. I hope you enjoy this year’s British Literature experience!
II. Course Overview
We are going to think analytically about what we read. When the year is over, I hope your mind will be more richly furnished than when you began. Vocabulary expansion is empowering and we will be targeting, analyzing, and interpreting new words as we encounter them. We will study and apply grammar within the context of language. We will engage in collaborative discussions, present findings, evaluate claims, and incorporate multimedia components.
British Literature is the genre that will be used to accomplish these goals.

III. Course Objectives
Students will be introduced to British literature throughout the time periods and will analyze their place in our English language history. Students will be provided learning opportunities that can enhance their writing skills. Students are expected to be careful researchers where well- thought- out material is to be presented in standard format with preliminary proofreading completed. 
IV. Required Texts:
Macbeth by William Shakespeare

Shakespeare: The World as Stage by Bill Bryson
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

The Professor and the Madman by Simon Winchester

V. SupplementaryTexts 

Grendal by John Gardner

Beowulf by anonymous

The Seafarer by Burton Raffel

When I was Fair and Young by Queen Elizabeth I

To His Love When he Had Obtained Her by Sir Walter Raleigh

Robin Hood

The Magna Carta

The Martyrdom of Thomas a’ Becket

“All the World’s a Stage” by William Shakespeare

Sonnet 18 by William Shakespeare

Sonnet 130 by William Shakespeare

Oxford English Dictionary

Sonnet 29 by William Shakespeare

Sonnet 106 by William Shakespeare

Paradise Lost by John Milton (excerpts)

Lord of the Flies by William Golding (excerpts)

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert L. Stevenson (excerpts)

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad (excerpts)

Charles I of England

The Execution of Charles I of England

Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation

“Jabberwocky” by Lewis Carroll

“Strephon and Chloe” by Jonathan Swift

 V.      Materials

Full text citations of all required materials

VI. Basis for Final Grade
	Assessment
	Percent of Final Grade

	e.g., Daily/Quizzes
	50%

	e.g., Tests/Projects
	30%

	e.g., 9-weeks tests
	20%

	
	

	
	

	
	100%
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